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Historical patterns of development in the Central Asia show that women have generally been under-valued and neglected in the development process. While some progress has been made in this respect during of Soviet time, there still remains immense scope for greater use of the skills of women. Independency brought a lot of changes happened in the life conditions, almost all of them non-positive from the point of view of gender. Degrees of prejudice still prevent women resulting to be at the very end of scale for employment and recognized as equal partners with men and fully participate in economic activity and political decision-making. The feminization of poverty is becoming a growing concern, Gender misbalance is observed all over Tajikistan. 

Tajikistan’s State Statistics Agency estimates that 33 percent of the population lives in extreme poverty, mainly in the rural areas, and that 83% of the population cannot afford the minimum consumption basket.  In October 2002, Oxfam GB’s monitoring of the food security situation in Khatlon region highlighted that 70% of vulnerable households did not have enough income to secure an adequate and balanced diet. Standpoint projects of Oxfam-UK covers Khatlon area, where women headed households make up a significant proportion of those in the lower income levels. They have found it difficult to fulfill their traditional and religious obligations, and meet aspiration for a better quality of life, access to employment and other opportunities. Statistics show that about 70 % of women in Khatlon region fail to meet basic standards of physical well-being and that meeting these standards is strongly conditional on the agricultural cycle, the season and time constraints. Nearly 80 percent of pregnant women in Tajikistan suffer from anemia. 
  

There is a need to rectify this current scenario by increasing the participation of women in economic activity of the region. Current project of Oxfam-UK in Tajikistan is Community situation indicators. 

  

The aim of the project is to provide a means to enable local communities in Khatlon region to monitor and report changes in living conditions in the State and the impact of these changes on local food security.  Although socially marginalized, women are believed to be indispensable to the information needs of the CSI project. They are most reliable at providing certain types of information where proximity to the home confers an advantage.  This information includes health and nutrition in the community, the condition of pasture, family movements, and so on. Indicators present certain aspects of the situation of women in a community, such as their access to housing, their income, their use of time, their participation in decision-making, etc. Team of CSI issued 6 bulletins, which are considered by other INGO as trustworthy and reliable. 

  

We are in the process of making analysis of indicators to compare the situation of women with men in the community. For example, if a woman or girl fetches water in 80 percent of the households studied, this indicates that lack of access to water is a burden mostly for women and girls, but not for men. In another case if only 5 percent of women are members of organizations involved in improving the community, and 0 percent hold leadership positions, we in right to decide to mobilize action on this, and the proportion may change in future. With CSI team we try to make understanding that each indicator is meant to help the core team and the women in a community understand their situation vis-à-vis men, think of ways in which that situation can be improved, and then, when such plans have been acted on, to see if things have improved according to the indicator. 
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In October, 9 households of the 127 monitored had a family member in permanent migration. According of IOM: with a huge number of Tajiks travelling annually to Russia, Uzbekistan and other former Soviet republics in search of employment, the issue is of paramount significance to the impoverished country as the remittances from migrant labourers contribute significantly to the national economy. At the same time CSI informed that 4 households members migrated last month. Focus group discussion pointed out that in this period migration is having an opposite trend. A lot of person migrated to Russia came back; either because of the cold temperatures or because of the difficulties in getting jobs in Russia. Returnees make situation on HH level even more complicated. 

All such information is turn into account for composing other initiatives and projects of Oxfam in Tajikistan. And new projects will continue support CSI activities; furthermore CSI information will be part of the tools used for monitoring and assessing projects impacts. 

In November 2002 Oxfam started the «Water supply, Sanitation and Public health promotion» project in Beshkent district. 

  

It aimed at improving the health and living conditions of the rural population in 3 villages (7,000 people) by reducing the incidence of water-related diseases through provision of drinking water.

Project will have direct impact on women’s living conditions through providing better access to clean water. CSI project identified that the worst affected pockets of population in the rainfed areas, which lack safe water for drinking, and personal and domestic hygiene. We’ve estimated that only 10-15 percent of the rural population has access to safe drinking water at Bishkent district. Bulletins of CSI indicated sharp increase of typhoid fever in observed districts. The main cause is the use and consumption of unsafe water from irrigation ditches, as well as poor sanitation and personal hygiene. 

In the frame of the water and sanitation program women and women’s organizations will be involved in community mobilization and setting up procedures for future maintenance and monitoring of water supply facilities. This will increase and strengthen women’s role in community. Health promotion will increase women’s awareness regarding water-born diseases and will improve their knowledge of domestic and personal hygiene. A water committee at sub-district level will be set up with the help of “Hamdilon” a local Women’s NGO to oversee the maintenance of the pumps.

Scheduling projects:   
· Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Promotion in Sovetsky district and 
· Tackling Food Insecurity: A Livelihoods Approach for Tajikistan 

Start-up date:
 May 2003 for the first one (for one year) and July 2003 for the second (for four years).

It is aims to provide adequate and clean water and increased public health awareness of population; and to improve the food security of rural communities in the East Khatlon region of Tajikistan through an integrated intervention.  8 Water Committees with equitable representation of women will be created and trained to operate and maintain the water supply systems. Two training sessions will be conducted in each of the villages. One is devoted to gender awareness and strengthening of women’s involvement in the project; and another - to the practice of health promotion and water utilisation. With Oxfam’s assistance the NGO will develop training modules relating to specific characteristics of the complexity of the role of women in rural society, women’s contributions in the villages and of the particular aspects of infection diseases and hygiene practice. 

Both projects, by training existing NGOs, will physically help poor women to organize themselves by giving them access to knowledge which will enhance their economic articipation. This includes organizational and production skill training, to better organize self-employed women. Genders training for the federal and regional government officials will further contribute to the effectiveness of women empowerment with another project of Oxfam - “Gender Mainstreaming of PRSP”. A professional training of civil servants and municipal workers, leaders of public and non-commercial associations in gender themes will provide integrated approach to realizing state gender policy. 

Related Initiatives
We have planned to work closely with other burning issues, as well as: 

§          Organizing Public debates and media on Water Politics, where we would like to emphasize role of women in creating water committee in places, as well as question on ratification of water prices 

§          Another urgent problem of current situation in Tajikistan is accession to WTO. We would like to make research on Cotton in WTO and PRSP. 

  

The death of the Aral Sea is one of the most telling signs of the havoc wreaked by the creation of the Central Asian cotton monoculture. The entire region is among the most severely damaged ecological zones in the world. Failure to maintain adequate safety and sanitation standards in the cotton fields has also led to illness among workers. For decades, women and children in Central Asia have been working in the cotton fields alongside the men. The increased use of pesticides has not only harmed the health of the women but also raised infant mortality rates. Traces of pesticides were first found in the breast milk of Tajik women residing in the Khatlon region in 1985, and the number of such instances has continued to rise. 

  

Another serious problem associated with the cotton monoculture is that the massive expansion of the irrigation system has resulted in a decrease in the amount and quality of drinking water, more than ever in Khatlon region of Tajikistan. In Beshkent district in northern Khatlon, there are settlements were only five percent of the water is safe; this polluted water contributes to the increase in infant mortality. 

  

Massive unemployment among rural Central Asians has also been linked to the cotton monoculture. Critics point out that since Moscow's only interest was to use cotton and other Central Asian resources for its own good, it deliberately refused to invest capital to build the economy of the region. This created a labor market where workers released from jobs in the weakening cotton industry are left with few options. At the time, more than two-fifths of the population of Tajikistan was believed to be dependent on the state or on their relatives. 


We are in the process of identifying and train local NGOs in social mobilization work so that they can, in turn, help poor women to form viable groupings and properly structured organizations or to join existing organizations that will enhance their collective bargaining power and increased real economic participation in different spheres of life. 

  

Understanding of the cultural backgrounds of Tajikistan is necessary for the success of interventions aimed at the economic empowerment of poor women. 

