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OVERCOMING FEMALE EXCLUSION IN INDONESIA


Women in Sewukan community in Magelan district, Java, Indonesia had
never met to discuss other than in social or religious events. Their
participation in the evaluation of 11 water systems in their community
affected gender relations in several ways:

Recognition of 'power on'. Initially, the kepaladusun (sub-village head)
had considered the consultation of women on technical design and
workmanship of the systems a waste of time. He said women knew nothing
about such aspects. However, his views and those of the other men
changed when the group of women came with very concrete design errors
such as too low a ratio of cement to sand in concrete mixing and a too
low entry point for the water pipes in the 
reservoirs. The men's group brought out only very general remarks such
as a lack of training. The experience led the kepaladusun to make the,
in that culture, unusual remark in public that the women had brought out
more useful technical observations than the men. When the men presented
the outcomes in the plenary meeting (women and men alternated in
presentations and the men started), they presented only the women's
findings, until a man in the audience asked: "But what about our
findings?" and everyone began to laugh.
 
Introduction of 'power over'. The women's own evaluation of the design
and quality of the existing services also served to put two women's
needs on the agenda for the new water supply: a better distribution of
domestic water and the addition of sanitation to the project. Because
the community already had eleven small domestic water supplies, the male
leaders had assumed that there was no need for a twelfth system. They
had therefore decided that the new water supply would be built for
irrigation. The women's evaluation of the water quantity then showed
that, while all households had access, the distribution of water
throughout the community was skewed. 

Emergence of 'power within' and 'power with'. Through the process, the
women had become aware that they had the same water and sanitation
problems. They said that, although they were organized and held women's
meetings, they had not previously discussed anything else than social
and religious issues. In the assembly where they presented their
findings along with the men, they stated that they wanted to set up
committees in each of the six community  neighbourhoods to participate
in the design of the new water supply and monitor the contractors on
their quality of construction. The male leaders supported this idea
stating that, when the work was not done well, they would use the legal
means open to them to ensure good quality design and construction.
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