Dear All,


Welcome to the email discussion on Gender Mainstreaming in Water Management for Agriculture. 

We are increasingly faced with the responsibility to mainstream gender into our work. Very often this has proven to be a challenging, if not slightly ambiguous task, despite donor requirements and the involvement of gender specialists. Why is gender mainstreaming proving to be a challenge? What can we change to integrate gender concerns more firmly into our research and programmes? 

The Comprehensive Assessment of Water Management in Agriculture in collaboration with Both ENDS and the Gender and Water Alliance invite you to participate in this discussion due to your involvement in the areas of Gender, Water Management, and/or Agriculture. Too often the idea of integrating gender issues into other areas is considered to be a separate concern, one that is left to the ‘experts’ in the field. However to arrive at a more holistic picture of water management and rural development, the issues concerning social differentiation along the lines of gender must be thought of in relation to the problems of agriculture, natural resource management, livelihoods and development. 

We would like for you to take this opportunity to think beyond the borders of your discipline and contribute to this discussion, intended to improve the capacities of researchers, policy-makers, professionals and implementers. It will also build on the existing “Minimum Agenda for Gender Mainstreaming in Water management in Agriculture” (A draft of this document is attached along with this message). In particular, we invite you to look at reasons to mainstream gender in our respective fields, and what and how we could do it practically. 

To participate in the discussion we would like your feedback on the following set of questions: 

The Whys? 

1. Why is it important to mainstream a gender perspective in agricultural water management? (A maximum of 3 points preferably with supporting cases or examples)

2. What are the real issues that challenge the integration of gender concerns into water management and agriculture? (3 points with evidence)

3. Why is gender not mainstreamed in water management in agriculture? (3 points with evidence)

The Hows?

4. What should be done to effectively mainstream gender in water management in agriculture?

5. What are the feasible steps that need to be taken by the different stakeholders on the ground and at different levels of decision making/intervention?

6. How do we operationalise some of the steps proposed in the minimum agenda?

We suggest that you first respond to the questions 1, 2 and 3 (the whys), and then to 4, 5 and 6 (the what and hows).  Even a short contribution with additional questions are valuable.

 

The discussion begins today and will last until the 27 February. This is a moderated discussion. All emails will be received and send out by the moderator (Samyuktha Varma) email: casyn-poverty-gender@cgiar.org). It is an open discussion all CA, GWA and Both ENDS partners, and interested participants are welcome to join.  To avoid overloading your email box, all documents contributed as well as the archives of the messages will be made available under the following webspace -http://203.115.28.178:8080/display/Fgender/gender+in+water+management+in+agriculture.
The results of the discussion will be shared at the World water forum 4 in Mexico (16-22 March 2006) and finalised after the discussion there.
 

We look forward to your continuous support in the preparation of the chapter,
Joke Muylwijk, Gender and Water Alliance (GWA)

Annelieke Douma, Both ENDS

David Molden, Domitille Vallee, CA

PS: Partners of the CA, GWA and Both ENDS have automatically been registered as we wish to have diverse point of views, generate learning, and have feedbacks even from non specialists, on Gender as a cross-cutting issue. Please feel free to contact us if you do not want to be involved, even as a reader. Contact: casyn-poverty-gender@cgiar.org. 

   
