Report of  the Visit of Joke Muylwijk, Executive Director of he Gender And Water Alliance (GWA) to Nigeria in Company of Anthony Akpan, GWA Focal Point for Anglophone West Africa and Hajia Salamatu Garba, GWA Nigeria Advisor

6th-13th March 2008.
By Anthony Akpan, GWA Focal Point for Anglophone West Africa

DAILY ACTIVITIES
Thursday 6th March 2008
The Executive Director of GWA, Joke Muylwijk arrived in Kano, Nigeria at 22.30hrs.She was welcomed by the Protocol officer of Kano State Government alongside Hajia Salamatu Garba and Anthony Akpan (who arrived from Lagos). Joke and Anthony were lodged at Tahir Guest Palace Hotel.
Friday 7th March 2008
The Executive Director met with the Wife of the Executive Governor of Kano State, Hajia Amina Ibrahim Shekarau and the Stakeholders committee, specially formed for the First Lady to do her work in the field of water supply and sanitation. She led the GWA Executive Director and her delegation to pay a courtesy visit to the Executive Governor of Kano State, Malam Ibrahim Shekarau in his office. The GWA ED gave an introduction of GWA and explained the importance of taking issues of gender and diversity into account for the sustainability of water and sanitation work. Her Excellency has been nominated as one of the Ambassadors for Gender and Water. The Managing Director of Kano Rural Water and SanitationDepartment Eng. Adamu Salihu gave a brief background and also introduced members of the Stakeholders Committee which include the following persons:
MD RUWASA Engr Adamu Salihu, Chairman
MD Sustainable Kano Arch Haruna Yahaya, Member
DG Youth Directorate Malam Gamba Ado, Member
Chairman SUBEB Alh. Hudu Sani , Member
National Focal Officer GWA Salamatu Garba, Member
Director Sanitation(RUWASA) Balarebe I. Yazid, Member
Rep Min of Education Alh. Garba Fagge, Member
Rep Min of Information Maryam Yarima, Member
Rep Min of Commerce Alh Ammani Salkau, Member
Rep of KNARD Hajiya Titi, Member
Rep of Protocol Dir Gambo Isa, Member
Rep Min of Planning/Bgt Isyaku Mua'z, Secretary
The Exective Governor remarks included the fact that water provision is a top priority of his administration and that a lot of resources have been committed including the construction of the large and new Tamburuwa Water treatment plant which provides 150Million litres per day. In addition Kano State is improving and expanding regional water schemes and bore-holes are being sunk. The establishment of RUWASA is a commitment to service delivery in the rural areas. He emphasised the need for training and also stressed the spiritual importance of water in the Islamic religion. He finally gave the assurance and support of his government towards GWA activities in the State. The ED explained the purpose of her visit and the objectives of GWA. She stressed the particular need for sanitation facilities for the poor, women and men, s that women can utilize their time more productively, instead of looking after sick children and family members. She handed the Governor a file with GWA material. 
Thereafter, a courtesy visit was paid to the Deputy Emir of Kano. Here again both the Deputy Emir and the GWA ED expressed the importance of water supply and sanitation for all. The Emir was also given a file with GWA material. The Museum, which originally was the Emir's Palace was visited, and the adobe construction skills of the old days were admired. The need for regular repair and maintenance of the old buildings was evident. In the centre of Kanothe Zango Dye Center was visited where in centuries old, deep pits cloth is died with indigo, a process that takes a long time. The ED participated in some traditional ironing activity, beating the cloths with a heavy wooden block, in an enchanting rhythm. 

In the afternoon a meeting with Her Excellency and the Stakeholders Committee of Kano was held at the Government House. The tasks of Gender and Water Ambassadors, the RFP, the GWA Advisor for Nigeria and others were clarified. It also was explained that GWA does not pay for infrastructure, apart from some exceptions in case of innovative research or pilot project. GWA's expertise is in capacity building. The collaboration will have three sides: the political will of Her Excellency and the Government of the State of Kano, the money is from the budgets of the Ministries, and the expertise of GWA.
Later in the evening, the Tamburawa Water Treatment Plant was visited. The large new construction is very impressive. To be able to use more than one of the six huge pumps, improvement of the power situation is necessary. At present inadequate water is being pumped to the city. 
Photographs and brief articles appeared in the local newspapers.
Saturday 8th March 2008
The GWA ED and her delegation departed for Kaduna State. A courtesy visit was made to the residence of the Wife of the Governor, who himself was absent because of political obligations in Abuja. TheInternational Women's Day was celebrated at the women multi-purpose center Kaduna together with a lot of women from all over the state. . The ED spoke about the presence of GWA making this day International, and about water supply and sanitation in schools, which will give girls the chance to continue their education because: 1. No need to fetch water all day, 2. No need to help mother with looking after sick family members, and 3. Good toilets will keep them in school. The subject was financing of water supply, so specific gender aspects of small loans were discussed. The ED, together with Hajia Salamatu presented the plaque of Gender and Water Ambassador to Her Excellency Hajiya Amina Namadi Sambo, Wife of the Executive Governor of Kaduna State, Founder and Chairperson of "I CARE: WOMEN AND YOUTH INITIATIVE". She also spoke to the audience. The local television asked some questions to Her Excellency and to the ED.
Later in the afternoon, a meeting was held with the National Water Resources Institute on possible collaboration of GWA and NWRI in a Gender Mainstreaming in IWRM Training Workshop to be held from 8 – 13 June 2008. It was agreed that GWA will provide two trainers, probably including Hajia Salamatu, and that the RFP Anthony will participate as trainee. In total GWA will pay for 4 trainees. 
After this meeting, an appointment took place with GWA member Rosemary Kato, who is Lecturer Women and Development in the Kaduna Polytechnic. 
A State Dinner was organized in honour of the GWA ED, where she was represented by Anthony Akpan, the RFP, and gifts were presented to GWA.
The night was spent in the Aasa Pyramid Hotel, as guest of Kaduna State.
Sunday 9th March 2008
The visit to Katsina State was cancelled due to the death of the Emir of Katsina. The GWA group met in the afternoon with her Excellency Hajiya Amina Namadi Sambo, Wife of the Executive Governor of Kaduna State, to further discuss and strategize on the way forward and a visit was paid to the UNICEF field office in Kaduna where discussions were held with Boluwaji Onabolu ,WES Officer and GWA member. Thereafter we returned to Kano.
Monday 10th March 2008
The official presentation of plaque of the Gender and Water Ambassadorship to her Excellency Hajiya Amina Ibrahim Shekarau by the ED of GWA took place at about 10:00am at the Conference Hall of the Tahir Guest Palace Hotel. Prior to the award presentation opening there was a full ceremony with lots of speeches, amongst them Hajia Salamatu Garba, the ED of GWA and the First Lady herself. There was musical entertainment at intervals, a song was specially written for the occasion to honour Her Excellency and congratulate her for being Gender and Water Ambassdor. A citation of the First Lady was read which included her interventions in the areas of water and sanitation, agriculture, youth development and education. The hall was full with invited women and some men. All the Local Government Authorities of the Kano State were represented here. After the session a lot of press was replied to. 
In the afternoon three of the interventions of WOFAN (the organization of Hajia Salamatu Garba) were visited: toilets and taps and rainwater harvesting tank at a school; toilets and handpump and rainwater harvesting tank at a maternity Clinique, and the demonstration farm. 
In the night a State dinner was organized in honour of the ambassadorship of Her Excellency and of the visit by GWA ED and gifts presented to her. She spoke about the visit, and congratulated Her Excellency and thanked her for her reception and hospitality.
Tuesday 11th March 2008
The GWA ED in company of Her Excellency Haijia Amina Ibrahim Shekarau and her entourage departed for Abuja by air, in preparation for the meeting with the First lady of Nigeria.
A meeting with the Chief of WES of UNICEF Mr Mohammed El Fatih was held at the UN House in Abuja. Where he indicated interest to partner with GWA and requested for a detailed discussion and inputs into their workplan. Meeting was also held with Mr. Barnabas Atilaye of the UN-HABITAT office where he gave us the recent WAC Jos report. He also pledged the support and cooperation of UN-HABITAT to GWA programmes and v.v.
Later in the afternoon at about 4:00pm a meeting was held with the Netherlands Ambassador to Nigeria. The GWA ED introduced our mission and spoke about the proposed study tour to the Netherlands. The Ambassador pledged his support and emphasised the need in Nigeria to build institutional capacity for service delivery. 
GWA member and UNICEF Gender Specialist Theresa Pamma was met to discuss further shared activities. 
Later in the night at about 8:30pm a meeting with Ambassadors for Gender and Water, Stakeholders Committees and representatives of Gender and Water Alliance, was held at the Katsina State Governor's Lodge, Asokoro, Abuja. On the agenda were the following: introduction of participants, intro of GWA, role of Gender and Water Ambassadors, Stakeholders committees per state , capacity building for Stakeholders committees: TOTs Gender and IWRM, Workshop/studyTour Gender, Water and Good Governance in the Netherlands and consensus on the presentation to the First Lady of Nigeria. Most participants contributed and it was agreed that 3 participants per state will participate in the study tour. It was agreed that the first week of June would be the preferable date, if it would also be possible in the Netherlands. The meeting ended at about 11:30pm, and the nights are spent in Kano Governor's Lodge in Abuja.
Wednesday 12th March 2008
In the morning the same group as the evening before came together to discuss the presentation. The meeting with the First Lady of Nigeria, Hajiya Turai Yar'Adua started at about 1:30pm in her Palace with introductions of dignitaries and other delegates, facilitated by the Protocol Officer. These were followed by opening remarks by Hajia Fatima Shema Wife of the Excecutive Governor of Katsina State who lead the delegation. Thereafter presentation was made by Hajia Salamatu Garba and by the ED of GWA, who explained why specificall Good Governance is such an important topic, and invited the First Lady to come to the Netherlands for the Study Tour. In her response the First Lady of Nigeria stressed the importance of working with the wives of the Local Government Authorities. She also stressed the need to enact a law to make it compulsory for schools to have water and toilets. Thereafter there was presentation of the plaque and the certificate to the First Lady of Nigeria to give her the title of Ambassador for Gender and Water in Nigeria by the ED of GWA. On her turn she handed certificates to the five Wives of Governors who are active in this field and present: Kano, Katsina, Kaduna and Plateau. Light refreshments and a photo session followed.
In a separate session the First Lady expressed her concern with the selection of the states for the Study Tour, but after an explanation she understood the process, and those who could not be selected will get a turn later. She also was interested to hear more details of the Workshop/Study Tour. In general it can be said that everybody is very keen to take part in it. 
Hajia Salamatu Garba leaves for Kano.
In the evening a meeting was scheduled with Princewill Mordi, a GWA member from Delta State who has been involved in WIN activities and supported the GWA facilitator for Cameroun for the Water for African Cities programme.
Thursday 13th March 2008
The meeting with Princewill Mordi is continued, and various pending issues are discussed with Anthony. In the evening Joke leaves by air for the Netherlands, and Anthony leaves the next day for Lagos. 

The long visit has been extremely interesting and hospitality was great. A large number of committed stakeholders were met, and the expectations for the Workshop/Study Tour are high from all sides. 
