REPORT ON THE 3RD SOUTHEAST ASIA WATER FORUM (SEAWF)
Conference Overview:

The 3rd SEAWF was held last October 22-26, 2007 at the Putra World Trade Centre, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia with the theme “ Consolidating Actions Towards Effective Implementation of Integrated Water Resources Management: What Have Done?, What More Shall We do?”
Accordingly, more than 300 participants coming from ASEAN and other countries participated in the said event. 
In term of the program of activities, there were 27 parallel technical sessions and 10 side events.  Of the side events, 2 were mainly focused on gender namely: Dialogue on Gender: Women and Water Management organized by Malaysia Water Partnership and  Gender Mainstreaming in the Water Sector organized by GWA which was coordinated by Josephine Wijiastuti.
Activities Participated:
1. Poster Session – my paper entitled “A Gender Sensitive Information, Education and Communication (IEC) Campaign for Disaster Risk Management” was accepted for poster presentation.  Posters were displayed prominently at the lobby of the Conference Venue. 

2. Technical Sessions Attended - the main technical sessions that I have attended were mostly on themes under Urban Water Management and Services and IWRM Capacity Building.  
3. Side Events-  there were 2 side events that I have attended: Dialogue between WASH and IWRM practitioners organized by AguaJaring and Streams of Knowledge and  the GWA sponsored event on Gender Mainstreaming in the Water Sector

4. GWA sponsored event on Gender Mainstreaming in the Water Sector – the side event was held on Oct. 24, 2007.  Highlights were as follows:

· Event was attended by more than 20 participants (3 were males) all from Malaysia

· A short  introduction on GWA was presented  by Josephine followed by the Strategic Plan for Gender Mainstreaming in the Water Sector for Southeast Asia and the Pacific

· The presentation was followed by a lively discussion among the participants. The discussion was focused on definition of gender, gender issues and concerns in the water sector, status of gender efforts in Malaysia, activities that can be undertaken and other implications of gender in water management.

· Based on the discussion, the Malaysian participants agreed to be take a more active role in promoting gender mainstreaming efforts within the sector; identify the gender issues (based on Malaysian perspective); and identify possible activities that can be undertaken in support of the Strategic Plan presented. They also committed to become members of the GWA.  
Reflections from a Gender Perspective:
Based on the sessions attended, it can be said that gender has never been fully addressed in the various technical sessions.  Nonetheless, there was a limited effort to include gender perspective in some of the technical papers that were presented. However, there were various opportunities in the technical sessions that could have included papers on gender mainstreaming and gender good practices.
It must be noted, however, that the side event organized by the Malaysian Water Partnership on the Dialogue on Gender: Women and Water Management provided the venue for the discussion and identification of gender –focused activities to be undertaken (this was my understanding as I did not attend this session for the reason that it was in not in English but in Malaysian)
The draft Conference Report presented during the Closing Ceremony included some statement on gender. It was agreed that the report will be sent to all participants for comments (as of today I have not yet received the promised email).

Based on my reflections, I strongly suggest that GWA members should try to influence agenda for water –related conferences and meetings by ensuring that gender is made part of thematic sessions in such regional or international events. In addition, GWA members should also respond to calls for papers which is usually done before such conferences. There is a need to be proactive in sharing what GWA members have been doing in the area of gender mainstreaming in the water sector.
