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3rd SEA Water Forum Overview:

The 3rd SEAWF was held last October 22-26, 2007 at the Putra World Trade Centre, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia with the theme “ Consolidating Actions Towards Effective Implementation of Integrated Water Resources Management: What Have Done?, What More Shall We do?” There were 375 registered participants coming from Asia countries and other countries participated in Water Forum (see Annex 1 for detail participants). Parallel sessions were divided into 4 themes with its 4 conveners. 
Theme A: Network and Partnership for implementing Integrated Water Resources Management 
(Conveners: GWP-SEA, UNEP, Aguajaring)

Theme B: Urban Water Management 
(Conveners: ADB, UN Habitat)
Theme C: Monitoring Investments in IWRM and results 

(Conveners: UNESCAP, FAO, WHO, JWF)

Theme D: Sustainable Water Resources and River Basin Management 

(Conveners: MRC, JST, WWAP, DID, MyWP)

There were around 100 papers submitted for this event. There were 27 parallel technical sessions and 11 side events.  2 side events were mainly focused on gender namely: Dialogue on Gender: Women and Water Management organized by Malaysia Water Partnership MyWP) and Gender Mainstreaming in the Water Sector organized by GWA which was coordinated by Maria Josephine Wijiastuti.
Activities Participated:

1. Technical Sessions Attended I attended mostly on themes under Network and Partnership for implementing Integrated Water Resources Management (Conveners: GWP-SEA, UNEP, Aguajaring). Highlights were as follows:
· National Progress In Implementing IWRM Reforms: Opportunities and Constraints.
· SEA Countries Water Partnership Report & Proposal Planning and Activities.
· Monitoring Of Investment And Result Of Water Related Disaster Management And Ecosystem Management.

· Monitoring of Investment and Result of Water Resources Management for Agriculture Development.

· Linkage River Basin and Coastal water management via Ecosystem Approaches.
2. I joined Technical Visit to Bukit Badong Water Treatment Plant, Malaysia. Bukit Badong Water Treatment Plant (BBWTP) together with Rasa Water Treatment Plant was developed to meet the ever increasing demand for water in Selangor and the Federal Territory especially along the western and northern corridors. This water treatment is the biggest one in Malaysia that supply clean water.
3. Side Events – there   were 3 side events that I have attended: 
· Dialogue on Gender: Women and Water Management organized by Malaysia Water Partnership MyWP)

· Dialogue and Room for River and Rain – Flood and water management expertise from the Netherlands. Organized by The Netherlands embassy 
· Gender and Water Alliance (GWA) sponsored event on Gender Mainstreaming in IWRM.
4. Materials display and distribution was done on October 23, 2007 during the Gender and Water Dialogue and October 24 morning in front of the main site of the forum. All materials were all distributed. Some question about GWA and its membership rose.

5. GWA side event on Gender Mainstreaming in the Water Sector was held on October 24, 2007.  Highlights were as follows:

· Event was attended by 18 participants (3 were males) all from Malaysia One of the male participants was Ir. Hj. Ahmad Husaini Sulaiman, the Chairman of 3rd SEA Water Forum OC. The participants had a very positive response of the materials and strategic planning presented.
· I presented an introduction on GWA then followed by the Strategic Plan for Gender Mainstreaming in the Water Sector for Southeast Asia and the Pacific

· The presentation was followed by a lively discussion among the participants. Yolanda and Zelina led the discussion about gender and its relevant issue. Almost all Malaysian participants did not recognize the issue or problem on gender and water. The discussion was focused on definition of gender, gender issues and concerns in the water sector, status of gender efforts in Malaysia, activities that can be undertaken and other implications of gender in water management.

· Based on the discussion, the Malaysian participants agreed to be take a more active role in promoting gender mainstreaming efforts within the sector; identify the gender issues (based on Malaysian perspective); and identify possible activities that can be undertaken in support of the Strategic Plan presented. The strategic plan draft then would be followed up by Malaysian Water Partnership (MyWP). They also committed to become members of the GWA.  
· Follow up on GWA Regional Strategic Plan was really important. Country level / partnership could initiate this.
· Note: basically there are some people who were really interested to join GWA Side Events, but in the same time they also have other must attend sessions or side events.
The people (names and contact details) spoken to in name of GWA

There are some people who spoken in name of GWA (see detail in Annex 1)

· Sarala, Wetlands International

· Ir. Hj. Ahmad Husaini Sulaiman, the Chairman of 3rd SEA Water Forum OC

· Daria Mathew, WWF – Malaysia (member of GWP SEA and MyWP)
· Zalilah Selamat, Department of Drainage Irrigation and Drainage (DID) Malaysia
· Hasnah Salam, MyWP

· Zelina Ibrahim, UPM

They also introduced GWA and asking about gender relevance on water issue in their organizations. The were interested on GWA membership and its Strategic Planning draft and try to find a way for cooperation and follow up. Basically in informal meeting or conversation, many people who are interested about GWA.
Reflections from a Gender Perspective:

In fact there were not much sessions addressed gender issues in the related IWRM program. I realized that gender issue and its perspective was indeed important in this forum. Though in the welcome message, gender (stated women) had an important role of the success of IWRM was stated, but in the end of statement, it was missing (I have followed up to 3rd SEA Water Forum committee to include gender perspective in the recommendation). In my opinion, gender perspective has various opportunities to be included in the session and its related IWRM session. It was indicated that not many people were aware of this issue. Gender mainstreaming really needs to be introduced.
Dialogue on Gender: Women and Water Management organized by Malaysia Water Partnership MyWP) was good initiative to introduce gender perspective in IWRM. Some participants shared that they got new perspective on gender. They had action plan for capacity building and education for gender and water management. I felt that it did not strongly focus on gender. 

I strongly suggest that GWA and GWA members should use the opportunity in related water forum, conference, workshop, meeting or summit (regional and international) to introduce and influence agenda for gender is made part of thematic sessions. In addition, GWA members should also respond to call of papers which are usually done before such conferences. There is a need to be proactive in sharing what GWA members have been doing in the area of gender mainstreaming in the water sector. Networking with other parties or organization also plays a very important role to influence policy (advocacy) for gender mainstreaming in water related sectors. 

Lesson Learned
· It is really important to prepare side events ahead before with its interesting invitation and agenda.
· GWA members database (detail: name, organization, contact, etc.) in regional (and surely in country level) is really important to be organized for many purposes, such as meeting, networking, projects possibility, proposal development, etc.

· GWA media campaign / materials are really important. I’m just thinking how to get their feedback of the materials and how useful is it. Input from Malaysia people: local context is important for introduction to materials (i.e: Malaysia does not have gender problem like in India – some CDs picture depicted India women)

· GWA could do more things in the big event like Water Forum, but we did not have enough time to prepare it. I identified there were opportunities for GWA to be convener and surely influence the end of statement.
· GWA invitation and membership should be followed up soon.
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