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It is my honor to address the WWF5 audience in Istanbul on behalf of the Gender Water Alliance and I hope I could present to you a sensitive gender perspective of the water situation in the Gaza Strip in the aftermath of the armed conflict in that took place in De08/Jan 09. 

I recall in 1998, addressed the WWF audience in Manila representing the Palestinian Water Authority and addressing the issues of building strong water institutions, developing water laws strategies and policies and discussing the possibility of concluding a water agreement with Israel. 

Sadly, and after 11 years, we are gathered here to address the humanitarian and relief disaster in Gaza and to find ways to respond and rescue Gaza from an environmental catastrophe and potential collapse.

However, we have been thrown into this situation, and we have the responsibility to respond. We, in the GWA, demand that this response is gender sensitive. By engendering the response we mean that it must be conflict sensitive, balanced and fair. Full participation by all and equal benefits for all are the main pillars of a desired gender sensitive response. It is a process that ensures that the marginalized and the unprivileged have access to their rights and resources. 
In the context of Gaza, the first demand is to depoliticize the conflict and ensure that all victims of war regardless their sex, belongings and affiliations have an easy access to their basic needs and receive support their right to their dignity. 

Therefore, I call upon the international community to take due consideration of the above principles to ensure impartiality and neutrality in providing the aid and that the politicization of the conflict does not affect the way and means they provide support to the water sector. 
Also, as access of goods, material and personnel, is the main issue that prohibits the reconstruction of the water sector, I plea to the international community to put pressure on Israel to end this siege. 

Finally, as I don’t believe that this would be the last crisis or emergency in the oPt I call for to all those countries which abide by the rules of international law and are signatories to the UN Charter to fulfill their obligation to achieve peace in the world and put genuine pressure to an end the occupation in the Occupied Palestinian Territory.
Thank you
