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1. Key Issues

1. Theme of Ministerial Conference: Addressing water issues through partnership for sustainable development.
This means: implementation of Dublin Principles 2 and 3: stakeholder participation and equal participation of women at all levels and in all spheres of life. Women, including many from the audience, presented their priorities and examples of addressing poverty and sustainable development through IWRM. They want to be acknowledged as full partners; not target groups for development projects. Facilitation by governments is often lacking. 
2. Health and environmental issues relating to water were raised (Aral See).
3. Issue of privatization vs. water as a public common good was addressed
2. Actions
Put international commitments on water-gender-poverty-sustainable development nexus into action. Appeal to ministerial conference to include commitments to that effect in the ministerial conference.
Netherlands Council of Women; Women in Europe for a Common Future, Network of Women Water Professionals, Sri Lanka and Business & Professional Women International presented the Women for Water Network. The vast global network of existing women’s organizations all over the world is put to work for gender-sensitive IWRM.

3. Commitments

Women for Water Initiative will continue its efforts to include women as equal partners in IWRM at all levels and in all spheres of life.
Women for Water Initiative is included in Portfolio of Water Actions of The Netherlands. Many organizations have expressed their interest.

During WWF-3 women will expand Women for Water portfolio of action to include women’s organizations from all over the world. 

Sri Lanka Minister for Irrigation & Water Management pledged to include gender in his departments responsibilities and to continue to work actively with NetWwater. Also to further the cause of gender mainstreaming and involvement of women as a major group during the MC.
4. Recommendations
· Introduction of a formal and regular inter-ministerial dialogue on gender. Such a focus could be incorporated into the already existing inter-ministerial networks. This should be supported by regular contacts between the public sector and civil society in order to have an on-going exchange on the progress made on the gender agenda in the context of integrated water management. 
· The Women for Water Initiative should be supported and expanded. 

· Women's organisations should form a Global Women's Water Watch enhancing the implementation of the Women's Water Agenda. Such a platform could provide governments with valuable feedback on the impact of globalisation as well as national and local water policies on gender equality goals. 

· Gender Responsive Budgeting should be applied to the water sector. Commitment from MC to that effect is required. 
· Reconfirm commitments on gender-water-poverty-sustainable development nexus in the ministerial declaration, including true commitments for action.
· Promote appropriate and affordable water and sanitation technologies which can be developed and managed by local communities.
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